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batteries of the Prussian advance guard were firing
on the Austrian artillery, which stood west of Schonow
and Prowodow, as well as on the infantry masses
which were observed in the neighbourhood of those
places.

As the cavalry of the advance guard (4th Dragoons)
had had no opportunity for intervening, it remained
under the fire of Austrian shells between the Waldchen
and the road to Neustadt.

This first act of the day suggests a few remarks.
The very brilliant results of the Prussian tactics were
undoubtedly due to technical superiority in fire and
to an entirely sound utilisation of troops.

First of all we have: one battalion, one battery,
four squadrons, holding their own against one brigade
(seven battalions) and eight guns.

How did the battalion proceed ?

It would have been simple and logical for them to
hold their own against a superior attack by relying
for protection and resistance on the terrain, by occupy-
ing Wenzelsberg church, Wenzelsberg village and some
interesting groups of houses. Such cautious tactics
would have proved disadvantageous in so far as they
would have parcelled out the forces and made leader-
ship, more particularly from the standpoint of fire, very
difficult. They would have le$ to less satisfactory
results than the tactics of movement in the open,
which permitted the development of all the firing
power the troops possessed* The enemy was thus
received by a line lying in the open; but as so disposed
a situation is liable to be outflanked, the Prussians
covered themselves by occupying the woods on both
wings. A great help was derived from the advanced
state of the crops, which concealed the strength and
position of the Prussian troops.

Again, after throwing back the adversary, the Prussian
did not pursue him* Pursuing on the close ground
they had in front of them would have disorganised
their troops and allowed the enemy to reconsider the
results obtained.

It equally behoves us to point out how the bold piece
of tactics effected by the 2nd battalion of the 37th had
been facilitated by troops arriving independently, on
its right in the Waldchen, and on its left towards Bracez,